
2013 International Symposium on Contemporary Labor Economics 
December 7-8 (Sat-Sun) 2013 
Wang Yanan Institute for Studies in Economics (WISE) Xiamen University 
Xiamen, China 

“Big Data”, Search and Matching in Labor Economics 

We are pleased to announce the 7th International Symposium on Contemporary Labor 
Economics. Large, real-time and rapidly-expanding data sets such as customer 
transactions at on-line retailers, Google search patterns, and social network activity 
are becoming increasingly available to social science researchers, and present both 
new opportunities and challenges for analysis. One new form of `big’ data of 
particular interest to labor economists is activity on internet job boards, which has the 
potential to yield important new insights on the mechanics of search and matching in 
those markets. 

The goal of this year’s conference is to bring together leading economic theorists 
working on search and matching models with empirical researchers who have been 
using job board data sets, and with representatives of the job board industry to explore 
what can be learned about labor markets from job board data. 

Confirmed speakers include: 

Vera Brencic (Alberta University) 
John J. Horton (oDesk)  
Marianna Kudlyak (Richmond Fed)  
Peter J. Kuhn (UCSB)  
Ioana Marinescu (Chicago)  
Michael Peters (UBC)  
Prasanna Tambe (NYU)  
Abdel Tefridj (Careerbuilder.com)  
Ronald Wolthoff (University of Toronto) 

In addition to papers on search and matching models and papers based on job board 
data, the organizers also welcome papers on migration and urban labor markets, labor 
market institutions (i.e. minimum wages and union), and impacts of trade 
liberalization on the labor market. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: http://wise.xmu.edu.cn/Meetings/Labor2013/ 

Xiamen is located in Southeast China and has convenient direct flights to many major 
cities in Asia. It is famous for its resort like atmosphere and has a reputation of 
“Garden over Sea.” Interesting places near Xiamen include the UNESCO World 
Heritage Hakka Earth Buildings, Gulangyu (Piano Island) and Wuyi Mountain.  

Established in 2005, the Wang Yanan Institute for Studies in Economics (WISE) is a 
recent effort of the Ministry of Education of China and Xiamen University to build a 
first class research institute and facilitate domestic and international research and 
academic exchanges. Labor economics is one of the priority fields in the development 
strategy of WISE. For more information about WISE, please visit 
http://www.wise.xmu.edu.cn.  


